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Students learn about 
alcohol safety at the 
student union. 


By Amy PATtTon 
Assistant News Editor 


At a mocktail mixer on Tuesday at 
Cal State University Long Beach, at- 
tendees were asked to pour out what 
they thought to be appropriate mea- 
surements for wine, beer and hard 
liquor. 

After pouring various drinks, at- 
tendees estimated that they had 
served nine servings of alcohol. 
Hosts of the events then informed 
them that they had actually measured 
26 servings. 

Students were then taught to use 
the measurement levels on Solo cups 
as a general reference for how much 
one serving of varying alcoholic bev- 
erages are. 

Cheryl Drew, a junior recreation 
major, said she was surprised to 
learn about the measurements on 
Solo cups. 

“T didn’t realize they labeled the 
appropriate increments of how much 
to drink,” Drew said. “I just thought 
they were part of the design before 
today.” 

Freshmen and transfer students 
were tested on their knowledge of re- 
sponsible drinking and serving size 
as part of the Students in the First 
Year Experience (FYE) Program. 

Attendees participated in vari- 
ous skits and activities to promote 
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the three D’s: distract, delegate and 
direct. They were taught that these 
methods are the best way to assist 
a friend who has had too much to 
drink. 

Students were invited to try on 
beer goggles, which impaired their 
vision at various blood-alcohol con- 
tent levels. They tried to play catch 
with the goggles on, but were unable 
to make one successful catch. 

They also participated in a trivia 
game that educated them about cat- 
egories such as “alcohol at parties” 
and “alcohol and the law.” 

Mara Chavez, a junior graphic de- 
sign student, said she attended the 
event to become more informed about 
safe alcohol drinking practices. 

“Usually, students over-exceed 
their limits, and it is a bad idea be- 
cause that is how you get alcohol poi- 
soning,” Chavez said. “By learning 
about this stuff, hopefully students 
are actually aware of just how much 
they are drinking before it is too 
late.” 

FYE paired with campus orga- 
nization Pause to educate and play 
games with attendees to test their 
knowledge. Afterwards, students 
were invited to try “mocktails,” or 
virgin cocktails. 

Pause founder, masters student in 
education Carlos Martinez, said he 
created the organization because he 
saw the need for educating CSULB 
about how to be active in difficult 
settings, such as at parties. 

“We don’t want to advocate drink- 
ing, but if students do drink, we want 
them to be prepared with how to take 
care of themselves and others around 
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First Year Experience volunteers lead students through various skits about how to recognize the signs 


of binge drinking at the Mocktail Mixer on Tuesday in USU room 305. 


them,” Martinez said. 

The mocktail mixer is one of four 
life skill events so far this semester, 
and this is the second year that the 
mixer has been held on campus at 
CSULB. Other life-skill events in- 
cluded scholarship information and 
nutrition education. 

Deanne Barnes, the assistant di- 
rector of Student Transition & Re- 


tention Services (STAR), said the 
life-skills workshops are intended 
to provide students with “resources 
critical in first year success.” 

“If students don’t take care of 
themselves, if they aren’t well, the 
chances of them succeeding academ- 
ically decreases,” Barnes said. 

Attendance was sparse, with only 
five students participating. Barnes 


said this was surprising because the 
FYE events usually average about 25 
to 30 attendees. 

“In the end, I hope anyone in at- 
tendance will get info that will help 
them make good decisions about al- 
cohol,” Barnes said. “Whether they 
chose to drink or not, we just want to 
be providing them with information 
to stay safe.” 


Faculty to vote on new labor contract 


The California Faculty 
Association reached 
an agreement on new 
contracts. 


By Couuin JAMES 
Contributing Writer 


California Faculty Association (CFA) members 
will vote to ratify the Tentative agreement that 
was finalized in early October from Nov. 1-9. 

The tentative agreement includes a 1.6 percent 
salary increase as well as $1.3 million to be re- 
leased by the Office of the Chancellor in order to 
readjust pay for faculty members who are overdue 
for a pay increase. 

Acting CFA President Domingo-Foraste, Ph.D. 
said that faculty members who were hired af- 
ter 2007 have fallen behind on salary increases. 
This issue has brought strong support from the 
Cal State University Long Beach President Jane 
Conoley, Domingo said. 

“Our new president says it is wrong to not fix 
these inequity problems,’ Domingo-Foraste said. 

If the new contracts are passed, $1.3 million 


will be allocated to faculty to compensate for in- 
equity pay. The money will be used to adequately 
address individual faculty members who have 
been due for a salary increase, but have not re- 
ceived such benefits. 

Domingo-Foraste sent out a press release that 
highlighted many of the changes and new benefits 
that will be enacted, including compensation for 
off-season recruiting for coaches and prevention 
of any mandatory increase to health care contri- 
butions. 

The press release also noted that these changes 
are retroactive and will apply to any wages earned 
since July. 

The tentative agreement has been criticized by 
union members who feel that these benefits do not 
go far enough. Associate professor Bill Moore is 
one such member who pointed out that the pay in- 
crease of 1.6 percent does not match the rate of 
inflation. According to the Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics, inflation in Southern California has increased 
by 1.7 percent since last year. 

“Once again, our-purchasing power is being 
eroded,” Moore said. 

Janousek said that if it is not passed, the Chan- 
cellor would submit a “last, best offer,” and if that 
still is not good enough for the union, a strike may 
be necessary in order to achieve the desired ben- 
efits. 
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Although a CFA led strike was successful in 
2011, some union members have expressed their 
doubts that a similar action would achieve the 
same results. 

“Getting people to strike is like pulling teeth 
out with tweezers. It’s almost impossible,” Do- 
mingo-Foraste said. ? 

Domingo-Foraste and Janousek held an open 
forum and invited members of CSULB faculty 
to voice their input about the changes. The small 
crowd of faculty members that attended had 
mixed views and concerns about the provisions, 
but generally commended the negotiators for their 
efforts. 

“Counselors and faculty are really happy with 
a lot of the gains recognizing us as faculty in 
this contract,” Dr. Kirstyn Chun, a counselor at 
CSULB, said. 

The CFA is a union representing coaches, 
counselors and librarians across the CSU’s 23 
campuses that negotiated for four months with 
the Chancellor’s office in order to reach the tenta- 
tive agreement. The CFA board of directors voted 
unanimously in favor of the agreement, according 
to Kelly Janousek, who was a part of the negotiat- 
ing team. 

An additional public meeting will be held from 
8:30 am to 10:00 am Thursday, Oct. 30 in room 
124B of the Academic Services building. 
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Potential drunk driver 
reported from Beachside 


By Mecuin Hewitt 
Contributing Writer 


Lt. Richard Goodwin said that Uni- 
versity Police received a call on Oct. 24 
from a male Residence Assistant at the 
off-campus, Beachside Residence Hall, 
reporting a possible drunk driver head- 
ing northbound on Clark Ave. at 3:22 
a.m. The RA said that at least some of 
the subjects had been drinking in the 
dorms and climbing on the roof. He 
said that they “appeared intoxicated 
and were incoherent when spoken to.” 
Goodwin said that the RA reported that 
the subjects drove away in a red Mit- 
subishi Eclipse with their headlights 
off. Police responded but were not able 
to locate the subjects. Goodwin said 
that the individuals in the car may not 
have all been residents. The RA did 
not require contact with the police for 
the intoxicated students who live in the 
dorms. 


Fighting near the Walter Pyramid 

Goodwin said that on Oct. 24 at 1:56 
a.m. police received reports of two male 
subjects fighting near the gold side of 
the gym inside the Walter Pyramid. Po- 
lice arrived to find one subject knocked 
out and the other subject gone from the 
scene. Long Beach Fire Department re- 
sponded and took the unconscious 25 
year old to Memorial Hospital. Good- 
win said a report was taken but has not 
been put into the system yet. For this 
reason, it’s not clear whether the sub- 
jects were students. Detectives will in- 
vestigate the incident if the subject who 
had been. found knocked out presses 
charges. 


Man reported exposing his butt 

Police received a call on Oct. 23 at 8 
p.m. reporting a male subject walking 
near Fine Arts 4 exposing his butt. The 
witness also told police that the subject 
was randomly yelling nondescriptly. 
He was reportedly light-skinned and 


wearing a black hoodie and board 
shorts. Goodwin said officers respond- 
ed and warned the subject and a report 
was taken. Goodwin said that this sub- 
ject was not considered a threat, and 
“[The officers] could have taken him, 
5150 — welfare and institutions code — 
and had him on a 72-hour hold to be 
medically evaluated.” 


Forgery investigation 

Goodwin said that detectives are in- 
vestigating an incident of forgery that 
occurred on Oct. 23 at 10:49 a.m. An 
18-year-old female student was the vic- 
tim of impersonation. Goodwin said 
an unknown party created an email 
account in the student’s name and con- 
tacted the photographer who took her 
high school pictures requesting dupli- 
cate copies. The photographer found 
the request unusual, and contacted the 
student’s mother, who confirmed the 
email address did not belong to her 
daughter. 


Smoking south of K Building 

Goodwin said that on Oct. 22 at 11 
p.m., police received a phone call re- 
porting two male subjects, 18 years 
old, “lighting a glass pipe and smok- 
ing from it” south of the K Building in 
on-campus housing. Police responded, 
confiscated the marijuana and para- 
phernalia and issued the subjects judi- 
cial citations. 


Bike reported stolen at Beachside 
A black and grey Trek bike was re- 
ported stolen from the racks at Beach- 


side in front of Pacific Hall sometime. : 


between Oct. 18 at 12 p.m. and Oct. 22 
at 2 p.m, according to police. The vic- 
tim noticed the bike was missing from 
the racks and found the cable lock on 
the ground; Goodwin said it had been 
cut all the way through. Goodwin said 
that the victim did not give anyone per- 
mission to ride his bike and does not 
know who would have taken it. Good- 
win said the loss is valued at $70. 


Economic Growth or Equality? 


What your teachers will not tell you 
Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


On the state level, California is overwhelmingly controlled by Democrats 
who are pushing for economic equality. They have had a ee in the state 
house and senate and most of the executive positions for t 
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ASI Board of Control approves 
student research fund 


Applications will be 
available for students 
in the near future. 


By MICHELANGELO LANDGRAVE 
Contributing Writer 


.After several weeks of deliberation, 
the Associated Students, Inc. Board of 
Control approved the new student re- 
search fund on Tuesday at the board’s 
weekly meeting. 

The fund will partially fund long- 
term research projects conducted by 
Cal State University Long Beach stu- 
dents under the guidance of faculty. The 
research fund must be related to one’s 
academic program and have a duration 
of at least an academic semester. 

Term papers, laboratory work and 
other in-class assignments will not be 
eligible for funding. The research fund 
will not allow for retroactive funding 
for projects already completed and once 
approved may not be augmented unless 
the nature of the project changes sub- 
stantially. 

The fund will be available on a roll- 
ing basis, similar to the existing travel 
grants, and students can expect for ap- 
plication forms to become available in 
the near future. 


The BOC received an investment... 


report from City National Bank, a Los 
Angeles-based financial firm due to 
ASI’s investments with CNB. 

Patrick O’ Days, a representative for 
City National Bank, informed the board 
that his bank strongly believed that the 
“job market [and] the economy as a 
whole have gotten better thanks to the 
Federal Reserve keeping interest rates 
low.” 

O’Days said that City National Bank 


e past 20 years. 


was confident that U.S.-based assets 
would outperform their overseas coun- 
terparts and that the bank had acted 
with that belief in mind. O’Days as- 
sured the BOC that they were nonethe- 
less keeping some assets in Europe and 
in developing markets. 

O’Days ‘ended his presentation by 
noting that City National Bank was 
working with ASI Executive Director 
Richard Haller to implement a “socially 
responsible screen” should ASI ask for 
one. 

This would mean that ASI’s account 
would no longer invest in firms heav- 
ily involved in fossil fuels and would 
sell off any current holdings with such 
firms. Several campuses in the Califor- 
nia State University system, starting 
with San Francisco State University 
back in 2013, have begun disinvesting 
from fossil fuels. It is yet unclear if 
CSULB will do so. 

The BOC’s usual proceedings were 
spiced up when a series of students 
requested funding to travel abroad to 
Canada, Mexico and Portugal respec- 
tively. 

Shabad Taherian, a Ph.D. student ina 
joint program administered by CSULB 
and the Claremont Graduate Univer- 
sity, requested travel funds to attend the 
2014 American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers’ International Mechanical 
Engineering Congress and Exposition 
in Montreal, Canada from Nov. 14 to 


20...Taherian. will be presenting his-re-~-~ 


search.on the impact of pollution in Los 
Angeles and Long Beach at the confer- 
ence. 

During his plea, Taherian noted 
that he had previously received travel 
funds for the project in 2010 and that he 
wished to thank the BOC for their sup- 
port. He said it allowed him to pursue 
his project further than he could have 
otherwise. Taherian asked for and re- 
ceived $500 in funding. 


The CSULB Folklorico Group, 
a club devoted to performing tradi- 
tional Mexican dances, requested $5 
thousand in funds in order to attend a 
workshop at the Intercultural Mayan 
University of Quintana Roo in south- 
eastern Mexico. 

The Mayan University would provide 
instruction to the Folklorico Group in 
regional dances for a week and has of- 
fered to provide lodging and other ne- 
cessities during their stay. 

After a series of failed motions to 
grant them larger amounts, the Folk- 
lorico Group was ultimately granted 
$1,500. Senator Kelsey Reyes summed 
up the prevailing view of the BOC that, 
although this sounded like a great op- 
portunity, “the Folklorico Group has an 
off-and-on presence on the campus and 
we don’t have much money left for the 
spring semester.” 

Adam Merki, a graduate student in 
CSULB’s German Studies program, 
requested and received $500 in funding 
to present the Aesthestics of Emotional 
Restraint Conference at Lisbon, Por- 
tugal on from Nov. 6 to 7. Merki will 
be presenting his work on the death of 
Walter Benjamin, a German philoso- 
pher who committed suicide during the 
Nazi Germany regime, and the “Phi- 
losophy of Mourning.” 

The Soroptimist house agenda item 
was once again deferred at the request 
of Haller so that he could continue 


-dialogue-with university, officials. The 


BOC is considering investing in physi- 
cal upgrades for the Soroptimist house, 
but is concerned that the university 
may request the building and grounds 
in order to allow academic programs to 
expand. 

If the university took over the Sorop- 
timist house, ASI would receive some 
compensation, but the BOC is wary of 
investing in the building if it will be 
taken away in the near future. 
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The result? The state has the highest number (8.8 million) and the highest 
percentage (23.5 percent) living in poverty. Not a good record for a party that 
claims it is for the common man. Why is this? We have the worst business 
climate of any state for the tenth year in a row as reported by The Chief 
Executive Officer Magazine 2014 survey. Tesla is building its battery plant in 
Nevada and Toyota moved its headquarters to Texas. The Democrat legislature 
is so focused on regulating business and redistributing wealth it forgot that you 
can only redistribute the wealth that you have. My son, a small businessman, 
is discouraged at the regulation that keeps him from growing his business. My 
granddau ae moved to Colorado to start her business. Vote Democrat if you 
want California to continue to decline. You as a voter have to decide what do 
you want. 

On the national level, do you want economic growth, the Ae of the 
Republicans, or economic equality, the goal being pushed by President Obama 
anit the Democrats. Before you answer, look at Cuba that has been pushing 
economic equality for 50 years now. Are people risking their lives to go from 
Cuba to Florida or vice versa? Argentina has pushed economic equality and 
class warfare for about 100 years. Argentina had the 4th largest economy in 
the world before WW I. Now, it is in continual economic turmoil and cannot 
pay its debts. The “progressive” policies of its politicians have led to economic 
stagnation and low growth. Is that what you want for our country? The 
economic policies of the Obama administration have led to a loss of income by 
people in the lowest two quartiles. We have the lowest labor participation rate 
since President Carter in the 1960’s. Do you want a continuation of the failed 
policies that sound good but have negative consequences? If you want everyone 
to be equally poor, vote Democrat. If you want economic freedom and growth, 

vote Republican- 
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Out of state measure analysis 


Nation’s capital may 
“decriminalize” 
marijuana 


Initiative 71 could make possession of cannabis 
legal in D.C. 


By Justin COVINGTON 
News Editor 


Washington, D.C. reduced the penalty from jail time for possession of mari- 
juana to a civil violation of $25 for possession of one ounce or less three months 
ago. It will soon be determined if the nation’s capital will “decriminalize” the use 
and sale of marijuana. 

If passed, Initiative 71 will make it lawful in D.C. for a person, 21 years or older, 
to possess up to two ounces of marijuana for personal use. The initiative also al- 
lows a person to grow up to six cannabis plants within their private residence and 


transfer (without payment) up to one'ouficé'to another person. It would legalize the: 


use or sale of drug paraphernalia for canfabis ‘Use; prowing-or processing. 

According to an NBC4/Washington Post/Martist poll, 65 percent of the voters 
support the initiative, 33 percent opposed and 2 percent were unsure. 

The initiative removes any penalty for possession of small amounts or non- 
commercial transfers, but doesn’t institute any taxation system. If approved, D.C. 
could look into implementing a tax system following Colorado and Washington, 
which already have a tax structure for marijuana in place. D.C. Council is consid- 
ering a bill proposed by Councilmember David Grosso that would tax and regulate 
marijuana in the district should Initiative 71 pass. 

Congress has authority over law-making in D.C. In 1998, an initiative to le- 
galize marijuana was passed by voters, but Congress, with Republicans in both 
chambers, blocked its implementation for 10 years. Medical Marijuana is legal 
today in D.C. 

There is about a 70 percent chance of Republicans taking over the senate, ac- 
cording to The New York Times. If Initiative 71 were to pass, it wouldn’t take ef- 
fect until after a 60 day congressional review period that will begin when the 114th 
Congress is in session. If Congress decides not to do anything, the provisions of 
Initiative 71 will go into effect at the end of the review period. 

If Congress sees fit, they could try to block implementation of the referendum 
by attaching an amendment to a crucial piece of legislation, such as a spending bill 
used to fund the federal government. This was the method used in 1998. 
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Proposition 45 


ees 


before they are enacted as well. 


Notable Supporters: 

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein 
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer 
Insurance Commissioner Dave 
Jones 

California Democratic Party 


Notable Opponents: 

California Republican Party 
California Chamber of Commerce 
California Association of Health 
Plans 

Employer Health Coalition 


p= Proposition 46 


California ballot breakdown 


Proposition 45 would require the approval of the California Health Commissioner be- 
fore any changes were made to health insurance or insurance rates. Public notice, disclo- 
sure and a hearing regarding these changes would also be required. Insurers would no 
longer be able to determine a person’s potential insurance policy eligibility based on lack 
of previous coverage or credit history. Insurers would also need to submit a sworn state- 
ment to the California Health Commissioner explaining why any changes are taking place 


Campaign money raised* 
Support $6,048,002 


Oppose 


Recent Polling 
Public Policy Institue of California 
Oct. 12-19 


$56,949,326 


Undecided 15% 


Support 39% 
Oppose 46% | 


Proposition 46 would increase the state’s cap on medical negligence lawsuits from $250 


thousand to over $1 million. Under certain conditions, doctors would receive drug and 


alcohol testing, with the results reported to the California Medical Board. The Medical 
Board would be required in order to suspend any doctors with positive results while inves- 
tigating the results. Any doctors found to be impaired would be disciplined. Health care 
practitioners would be required to report doctors suspected of drug or alcohol use while 
on duty. Finally, health care practitioners would be required to consult a state prescription 
drug database before prescribing specific controlled substances. 


Notable Supporters: 

Carmen Balber, Executive Director 
of Consumer Watchdog 

Henry L. “Hank” Lacayo, State 
President of Congress of California 
Seniors 


Notable Opponents: 

Ann-Louise Kuhns, President of 
California Children’s Hospital As- 
sociation 

Stuart Cohen, MD, Chair of 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 
California 


Campaign money raised* 


Support | $12,392,769 
Oppose 557835718 
Recent Polling 
Public Policy Institue of California 
Oct. 12-19 


Undecided 11% 


Support 50% 
Oppose 39% 


*Only includes amounts filed with the state as of Oct. 24, 2014 


Unmanned rocket explodes atter littoff in Virginia 


An unmanned 13-story rocket bound for the International 
Space Station exploded just after liftoff Tuesday off the coast 
of Virginia. 

Orbital Sciences’ Antares rocket was carrying a Cygnus 
capsule with about 5,000 pounds of supplies and experiments. 
It departed from the Mid-Atlantic Regional Spaceport at 
NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility in eastern Virginia. 

The explosion came six seconds after the rocket’s launch at 
6:22 p.m. EDT, according to NASA. No one was injured, al- 
though there was “significant property damage and significant 
vehicle damage,” NASA officials said. 

Mission Control in Houston said the explosion followed a 
“flawless countdown;” 

The two-stage rocket was in its third resupply mission to 
the space station, NASA said. Tuesday’s was its first night 
launch. 

The company was supposed to launch Monday, but NASA 


scrubbed that because of a boat in the launch area. 

Now that the space shuttle fleet has been retired, NASA is 
eager to give private industry the job of carrying cargo and 
crews, to cut costs. Meanwhile, the space agency will focus 
on sending probes to asteroids and Mars. 

NASA has a $1.9-billion contract with the Dulles, Va., 
company for eight flights to transport cargo from the newly 
built spaceport. 

One commercial company, Space Exploration Technolo- 
gies Corp. — better known as Space X -- has resupplied the 
space station in four missions. Its most recent mission was 
last month. 

The rocket industry is notoriously difficult to enter and lit- 
tered with failed projects. Even the best rocket systems often 
require several attempts before they achieve success. 

Although Orbital has acknowledged the hazards of launch- 
ing a new rocket, the company remained confident about its 


Antares. 

In 2009 and 2011, Orbital ran into failures with its Taurus 
XL rocket. On both occasions, the rocket’s protective fairing 
did not separate properly from the rocket and didn’t allow the 
satellites it was carrying to reach orbit. 

The failures shook the company and led it to name its new- 
est rocket Antares—trather than its original name, Taurus II— 
to prevent the public from thinking they were the same. 

Part of Orbital’s selling point is the company’s claim it can 
develop and launch rockets at a much lower the cost than the 
current generation of spacecraft. 

Orbital is based in Virginia, but has employees in Cali- 
fornia. The company was founded in 1982 and manufactures 
more than half a dozen small- and medium-class rockets, as 
well as satellites. 


-James Queally, W.J. Hennigan and Lauren Raab, Los 
Angeles Times 
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Why the United States 
Should re-establish ties 


with Cuba 


JACOB YUNGMAN 


Contributing Writer 


Cuba, with it’s roughly S2 billion military ex- 
penditure, poses no threat to the U.S., which 
spends 250 times more on defense. 


espite the fact that the 

Berlin Wall fell down 

two decades ago during 

the collapse of the Soviet 

Union, the U.S. economic 

embargo on Cuba re- 
mains. Despite all of the shifting sands in 
terms of America’s bilateral relationships 
during the last half a century, the hostile re- 
lationship between the U.S. and Cuba looks 
the same as it did in 1961, when the our 
country severed diplomatic relations with 
Cuba and imposed an economic embargo 
upon the fledgling island nation. 

In light of dramatic economic and 
political reforms within Cuba, President 
Obama should seize the opportunity now 
to re-establish diplomatic ties with Cuba 
and put an end to this senseless embargo, 
which has cut off ordinary Cubans from 
the rest of the world and hampered their 
ability to succeed economically. 

During the first half of the 20th century, 
Cuba was under semi-direct control by 
the U.S., which dictated its foreign affairs 
and protected American business interests 
on the island. The U.S. backed President 
Fulgencio Batista, a brutal dictator who 
received power via a military coup in 
1953. The harsh poverty and suppression 
of political opponents proved to be the 
perfect storm for a mass revolt, prompting 
a full scale revolution beginning in 1953. 

Fidel Castro and his brother, in con- 
junction with Argentinian Marxist Che 
Guevara (the bearded guy that left-leaning 
political junkies wear on their T-shirts 
at every protest), successfully overthrew 
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the Batista government and installed a 
Marxist-Leninist government. Inspired by 
Marxist ideology, Fidel quickly estab- 
lished ties with the Soviet Union, and 
became a significant geopolitical threat to 
the U.S. due to its proximity. It prompted 
national insecurity and dealt an embar- 
rassing blow to the American psyche 
during the apex of the Cold War. 

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy 
issued an executive order placing heavy 
trade restrictions on Cuba, and in the 
aftermath of the Cuban Missile Crisis, he 
imposed a near complete ban on U.S. tour- 
ism to the island nation. 

Up until the end of the Cold War, Cuba 
remained relatively unscathed by the 
embargo since much of its economy was 
subsidized by the Soviet Union. However, 
when the USSR collapsed, support to 
Cuba ended and a big depression ensued 
into the mid-‘90s, causing a mass food 
shortage. Fidel Castro, who opposed any 
market reforms up until that point, had no 
option but to begin making friendlier rela- 
tions with countries like Canada and the 
UK. However, the U.S. stubbornly would 
not open up to Cuba, partially due to the 
fact that many exiles who immigrated to 
the U.S. to escape Castro’s reign hold a 
huge sway in Florida politics, a key swing 
sate during the presidential elections. 
Many Cuban ex-pats have traditionally felt 
resentful of Fidel’s repressive regime. 

Attitudes towards Cuba are changing 
however. According to the Cuba Policy 
Foundation, 52 percent of Americans 
favor ending the embargo, and an over- 
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whelming 67 percent want an immediate 
end to travel restrictions. Furthermore, 

a recent poll conducted by Florida 
International University indicates that 
52 percent of Cuban-Americans want an 
immediate end to the embargo, and when 
the statistics are narrowed to 18-29 year 
olds, most of whom are second and third- 
generation Cuban-Americans, a whop- 
ping 63 percent call for opening up trade 
back with Cuba. 

Additionally, Cuba has taken massive 
efforts to reform economically and politi- 
cally. For example, they have relaxed their 
stranglehold over the private sector and 
are allowing citizens to take private-sector 
jobs; additionally, they recently began 
allowing individuals to own property. In 
April of this year, Cuban representatives 
began negotiating a cooperation agree- 
ment with the European Union. 

Although Cuba remains relatively 
authoritarian and continues to harass 
political dissidents, it has released many 
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political prisoners and relaxed travel 
restrictions in recent years. 

Considering the Cold War is over, 
Cuba, with its roughly $2 billion military 
expenditure, poses no threat to the U.S., 
which spends 250 times more on defense. 
Additionally, the U.S. Chamber’of Com- 
merce estimates that the annual cost of 
our current sanctions ranges from $1.2 
to 3.6 billion. Simply put, it is against 
common sense that the U.S. maintains an 
irrational policy based off bad blood from 
obsolete foreign relations strategies, espe- 
cially since the majority of Americans are 
now against the status quo when it comes 
to Cuba. 

President Obama has the opportunity to 
change history. He should end the sense- 
less policy of economic sanctions and re- 
store diplomatic ties with Cuba, especially 
since both countries stand to benefit. 


Jacob Yungmen is a junior political sci- 
ence major. 
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It’s time to build a bridge between 
Russia and Alaska 


magine the most epic road trip of your life - cruising to 

places unknown, friends packed in your car alongside 

plastic wrappers from gas station food and having to pull 

over every five minutes for a bathroom break. Road trips 

are a classic American way to see new places, but what if it 
were possible to take your journey to a whole other level? Not just 
cross-country, but cross-continental. 

Think along the lines of South America to North America, to 
Asia, to Africa, to Europe. Sounds like a fantasy, right? But several 
years from now, it could be a possibility; there is a very real pos- 
sibility that engineers could build a tunnel between Alaska and 
Russia, thereby linking North America to Asia. Building the “In- 
tercontinental Peace Bridge” or the “Eurasia-America Transport 
Link,” (a few of the names that have been floated around) would 
help to expand global trade and promote mutual cooperation 
between the U.S. and the rest of Asia; as such, we should seize the 
opportunity to invest capital in this project and make this dream 
a reality. 

The Bering Strait is the small mass of sea between Alaska and 
Russia which some believe could become a method of transport 
between the two continents. The gap is about 60 miles wide with a 
small series of islands, which are conveniently located in the middle 
of the strait, making two 30-mile segments of water. The deepest 
point of the strait is fairly shallow at 164 feet. The theory is that 
there could be two underwater tunnels that would connect on the 
islands, according to InterBering.com 


Issistant News Editor 


“Peace Bridge” a reality. 


Although building a bridge across the Bering Strait could prove 


EmiLty RASMUSSEN arduous with the extreme cold weather of the Arctic, a similar 


engineering and construction process has already taken place in the 

English Channel. The Channel connecting France and England is 

31.4 miles long with the deepest point of 250 feet. It is a heavily used 

method for transport between Paris and London via EuroRail. 
Although the media hardly ever talks about this project, the 

idea is not new. Since the late 1880s, engineers have contemplated 

the possibility of building the tunnel or bridge. However, due to 

the world wars and tensions between Russia and the United States, 


The real problem is getting the there have been no efforts to implement any solid plans for the idea. 


Not only would the tunnel between North America and Asia be 


United States and Russia to put an extraordinary way to see the world, but it would open the door 


to many other possibilities. This mega-project would create jobs 


aside their differences to make this for thousands, introduce a new method of trade, and also improve 


relationships between countries. China, as one of the top dogs in 
the global economy, fully supports funding for building the tunnel, 
according to the Universal Peace Federation website. The possibility 
of taking a high-speed train from Beijing to New York has an obvi- 
ous business and trading appeal. 

The real problem is getting the United States and Russia to put 
aside their differences to make this “Peace Bridge” a reality. Aside 
from endless tourist possibilities and the potential boom to the 
global economy, building the bridge from Alaska to Russia would 
help bring a sense of unity between an otherwise divided interna 
tional community. 
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Jessica 

Bardales, senior 
photography 
major, takes the 
position of the 
viewer in her first 
solo exhibition in 
the Max L. Gatov 
Gallery East. 
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Portraits of an honest youth 


Student’s photographs 
reveal different child- 
hood experiences. 


By TREVOR BECKER 
Contributing Writer 


Typically most child portraits dis- 
play kids who simply smile and look at 
the camera, but not in the current stu- 
dent exhibition on campus titled Youth: 
Portraits of Identity and Expression by 
senior photography major Jessica Bar- 
dales. 

“As I snap shots, [it’s] all about mak- 
ing a connection with the person I am 


Four-piece performs 


CalArts Veda Quartet 
showcase music from 
CSULB student com- 
posers after just one 
month of preparation. 


By KayLa THRELKELD 
Contributing Writer 


An intimate crowd of Cal State Uni- 
versity Long Beach composers perked 
their seasoned ears to listen to their 
own tunes as performed on Monday at 
the Gerald R. Daniel Recital Hall. 

The Veda Quartet, an all female 
group from CalArts, performed origi- 
nal pieces composed by CSULB stu- 
dents. 

The quartet premiered student works 
from the composition studies area at the 
Bob Cole Conservatory of Music. They 
specialize in performing new music 
and closely working with composers, 
according to the CSULB Composers’ 
Guild. 

“They all did a great job, though they 


photographing,” Bardales said. “Taking — 


the time to get to know that person re- 
veals their true feelings.” 

In the exhibit there are 10 photo- 
graphs of children and adolescents who 
stare directly into viewers’ eyes express- 
ing sincere and heartfelt emotions. 
Bardales reflects the identity of close 
friends and siblings through dramatic 
images. 

Her photographs show viewers that 
kids are raised differently and reveal 
how society and gender roles are af- 
fected by their upbringing. 

Bardales often talks to the children 
and adolescents as she takes each pho- 
tograph; she said photographs can be 
powerful based on their gestures, pos- 


looked nervous playing in front of the 
composers,” said sophomore vocal per- 
formance major Michaela Blanchard. 
“Understandably! I would be nervous 
too,” said sophomore vocal perfor- 


mance major Jenny Paz. 


eet inten 


nae 


ture and poses. : 

“The way that they are dressed and 
their domestic space is important,” Bar- 
dales said. “How it is organized says a 
lot about the individual.” 

Normally, child portraits are play- 
ful and innocent, but in Bardales’ por- 
traits, the child or adolescent is mature- 
ly looking into the camera expressing 
their genuine emotions. 

Bardales said she feels that “smiling 
is artificial.” When viewers are con- 
fronted by honesty, it makes them ques- 
tion what they’re looking at, Bardales 
said. 

“Tt is not just about the portrait of 
them for me,” Bardales said. “It is about 
their experience in this world. Through 


photography Tam able to build relation- 
ships and then share that experience 
with viewers.” 

She said her photographs would be 
better if they were complemented by 
voice recordings. 

“Having an audio voice for each of 
them would really add to the experience 
[for the audience] to not only see, but 
also hear the children expressing their 
own voice,” Bardales said. 

However, Bardales chose not to liter- 
ally write a statement about her photo- 
graphs. 

“I didn’t write a statement on pur- 
pose,” Bardales said. “Everyone that 
sees these photographs is going to have 
different ideas on what they're repre- 


senting based on their own childhood 
experience.” 

Bardales’s intention is for viewers to 
perceive each photograph uniquely. 

“Youth culture tells us so much about 
society. I wonder what viewers ask 
themselves when they interact with the 
work,” Bardales said. 

This is Bardales’s last semester at 
CSULB. She will be graduating with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, in photography. 
This is her first solo photography exhi- 
bition. 

Youth: Portraits of Identity and Ex- 
pression will be on display at the Fine 
Arts building in the Max L. Gatov Gal- 
lery East until Thursday. 


original compositions on campus 


SarAH Borean | Daity 49eR 
The four ladies of Veda Quartet, Jenica Anderson, Anna Wray, Sharon 
Kim and alumnus Jillian Risigari-Gai, stand among their instruments 
after their performance at the Gerald R. Daniel Recital Hall on Monday. 


The group was founded in 2013 and 
is comprised of two percussionists, Jes- 
sica Anderson and Anna Wray; a harp 
player, Jillian Risigari-Gai; and a mez- 
zo-soprano, Sharon Kim. 

The performance started late as at- 


tendees were still filling the room when 
the all-female quartet came onto the 
stage. 

Often times, the group gave each 
other glances and head nods to keep in 
time with each other. 

Dressed in __ professional-looking 
black attire, the performers took the 
audience through a variety of arrange- 
ments including pieces like “Imple- 
mentation,” “Dinner Gong” and even 
crossing over the seas with the French 
tune titled “A la Faveur de la Nuit” dur- 
ing their nine piece performance. 

The lyrics of a French piece were 
translated into English in the program, 
and were sung by Kim; her vocals ra- 
diated and stretched throughout the re- 
cital hall. 

Kim is a voice artist based in Los 
Angeles who performs baroque, opera, 
contemporary, electronic and musi- 
cal theatre amidst her ranges of vocal 
sounds. She has performed in solo and 
ensemble concerts in venues such as 
the Walt Disney Hall in Los Angeles, 
Spectrum in New York and overseas to 
Yeongdeungpo Theater in Seoul, South 
Korea. 

“Tt was gorgeous; the colors remind 


me of an impressionist painting,” said 
Kim. “It was easy and fun to sing [‘A la 
Faveur de la Nuit’].” 

Music composition major Garett 
Dahl composed “Implementation.” 
Dahl said that he was happy to see his 
work displayed. 

“I’m a young composer; I could have 
made things sound better, but they were 
awesome,” Dahl said. 

Starting off with song writing, Dahl 
has been composing for five years, and 
is currently working on a junior recital. 

“Implementation” took around 25 
hours to create, Dahl said. 

Alan Shockley, a music director at 
CSULB, was proud of the -work the 
quartet put into their show, considering 
that the girls only had a month to learn 
all the material. 

“It was a lot of material in a short 
amount of time, they did very well,” 
Shockley said. 

Before the last piece, harpist Risig- 
ari-Gai, stood up and thanked the com- 
posers for their works and the quartet 
for their performces. 

“It’s been such a wonderful experi- 
ence learning these pieces in the last 
month,” said Risigari-Gai. 
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May NBA 


NBA season begins without all-stars 
COLUMN 


The NBA season just started, but star players already have several significant injuries that will undoubtedly impact 
how their team’s season will play out. Some teams are better equipped to handle the loss of a star player. However, for 
most, it means that any hope of winning is crushed before the first tip-off. Let’s take a look at the most significant 


injuries heading into the start of the season. 


iD 
KEVIN DURANT 


The league MVP suffered a “Jones” fracture, which is a broken bone at the base of his small toe in his 
right foot, less than two weeks ago that will sideline line him for the next 6-8 weeks for Oklahoma City. 

There’s really no way of replacing one of the best players in basketball, but the Thunder seem less 
equipped to do so than most teams. Listed behind Durant on the depth chart is second-year guard Andre 
Roberson, who played only 40 games last year. 

Durant’s absence means all-star teammate Russell Westbrook will have to carry the load offensively. 
Other than Serge Ibaka and Reggie Jackson, though, the roster is lacking in offensive talent. Jeremy 
Lamb has yet to establish himself as anything more than a shooter, and centers Nick Collison and Steven 
Adams are role players who rely on others to create open shots for them. 

The Thunder are still very effective defensively; so, they shouldn’t be too far behind in the Western 
Conference standings once Durant returns. 


Rajon Ronpo 


There’s been much speculation about how Celt- 
ics star point guard broke his hand. He told The 
Boston Globe that he slipped in the shower af- 
ter rumors surfaced from Deadspin.com that he 
broke it while jumping on a trampoline. 

Whatever the case is, Rondo is expected to be 
out six to eight weeks. His injury leaves the door 
open for rookie point guard Marcus Smart to take 
over as the team’s next standout. Smart isn’t as 
good as Rondo, but he’s also not much of a down- 
grade, especially considering how injury-prone 
Rondo has become. 

The Celtics will be fine at point guard in Ron- 
do’s absence. The rest of the starting five, though, 
is still a work-in-progress. Boston is expected to 
go young, starting third-year man Jared Sullinger 
at power forward and second-year man Kelly 
Olynyk at center along with Smart. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Assistant Sports Editor 
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PAUL GEORGE 

The Indiana Pacers’ breakout small forward suffered a gruesome fracture of his tibia-fibula (leg) 
during a Team USA scrimmage back in August, almost certainly ending George’s season. 

George became a terrific scorer last season, averaging over 21 points per game, and he continued 
to showcase himself as one of the best defensive players in basketball. Veteran C.J. Miles, whom 
the Pacers signed in the offseason, is expected to replace him. Indiana’s problems go way beyond 
George’s absence, though. 

If this were the only injury the Pacers had to overcome, maybe they would be able to sneak into the 
playoffs in the weak Eastern Conference. In addition to losing starting shooting guard Lance Stephen- 
son to Charlotte Hornets in free agency, fellow starters George Hill and David West are also out with 
injuries, leaving Indiana with a depth chart that resembles a D-League roster. 


BRADLEY BEAL 


The Washington Wizards’ guard seemed 
poised for a breakout year after two strong 
seasons to start his career. The 21-year-old 
averaged over 17 points per game with a ca- 
reer-best 40 percent three-point shooting. He 
fractured his wrist during an exhibition game 
against the Charlotte Hornets that will keep 
him out for up to two months. 

The Wizards look like they will manage 
fine in Beal’s absence. They signed 16-year 
veteran Paul Pierce, who has scored an aver- 
age of 20 points per game, in the offseason, 
and they have former third overall pick Otto 
Porter ready to contribute. Plus, they still have 
all-star John Wall leading the offense. 
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Stepping into 
the forefront 


A year ago, head coach Mauricio Ingras- 
sia said he had no idea what Melanie 
Fox’s voice sounded like. 


By Kesey Cruz 
Staff Writer 


It was a Friday night home game 
against UC San Diego two years ago. 
The Long Beach State women’s soccer 
team took the field without one of their 
experienced, senior defenders who had 
suffered a concussion the game before. 

Instead, a nearly 6-foot, blonde- 
haired freshman was inserted into the 
starting lineup — scared and nervous, 
but ready. 

“That [game] kind of changed me 
because I wasn’t used to playing in 
front of all these people, and it’s a to- 
tally different atmosphere than a club 
game,” junior defender Melanie Fox 
said. “I was playing with all seniors 
in the back, and they were yelling at 
me. It was a scary moment, but it really 
made me break through and realize I 
can do it.” 

Fox had doubted whether she’d be 
picked to play in that game. The other 
freshmen had athletic scholarships 
to play for LBSU, and Fox was just a 
walk on — not recruited or awarded a 
scholarship. 

But the hard work Fox had put into 
practices made her stand out to head 
coach Mauricio Ingrassia. There was 
no doubt that she would fill the void in 
the team’s defense. 

“She’d been earning it everyday 
in training,” Ingrassia said. “It was a 
simple choice to stick her back there.” 

In that moment, Fox calmed herself 
down, pumped herself up and played 
her game. 

“When he said my name, I was like, 
‘Okay, I’ve got to step up. I’ve got to 
do it,’” Fox said. “It was really nerve- 
wracking, but I think I did well and 
proved to him that I can play.” 

Fox played her first full 90 minutes, 
and the team earned a shutout win, 1-0 
over UCSD. 

“{That] is a big thing for the de- 
fense,” Ingrassia said. “That was her 
first introduction to Division I soccer.” 

A year later, in her sophomore year, 
Fox started every game and recorded 
the most playing time on the team for 
the whole season with 1,681 minutes. 

“Tt started when she finally got her 
starting position and played all the 
games last year,” senior captain and 
defender Taylor Nelson said. “I think 
that’s when it really hit her that she 
was an impact on this team in a posi- 
tive way.” 

Fox started playing soccer when she 
was five. She played in the American 
Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) 


and fell in love. 

“T have two sisters, so my dad need- 
ed someone to play a sport,” Fox said. 
“He tried us all out with soccer, and 
I was the only one that was actually 
good. So, I’ve just been playing soccer 
ever since.” 

Fox played for the CZ Elite Soccer 
Club in Pasadena where she was a two- 
time team captain and led her team to 
the U-15 National Cup Championship. 
Her club also won the Copa Catalunya 
Cup in Spain. 

Fox said her biggest support and 
reason for playing comes from her dad 
who watches every game she plays. 


“He doesn’t sugar coat things,” Fox 
said. “That’s how he taught me to be a 
leader — just by being real with me, and 
it has made me mentally tough, which 
hopefully shows in my leadership.” 

For Fox, the words of her father 
were enough to discredit all others. 

“Growing up, some of my coaches 
didn’t think I was good enough to 
play in college, and he was the one 
person who never let me believe 
that,” Fox said. “He always told me 
I had the talent and everyone would 
see one day.” 

This year, Fox is one of two juniors 
who regularly start each game. As her 
experience grows, Fox said she needs 
to be able to lead the team, but she 
struggles with finding her voice. 

“On the field, I’m really shy,” Fox 
said. “It’s kind of hard for me to yell 
at people and tell them what to do be- 
cause it’s not really in my nature, but 
I’ve gotten better at it, and I know next 
year I’m going to be a senior so I have 
to step up leading more than I have this 
year.” 

Nelson said that Fox should not wait 
until she is a senior to believe that she 
is a leader, because she already is one. 

Nelson and Fox have played center 
back together for the past two years. 
The relationship they’ve created off 
the field has helped them lead their 
back line to becoming stronger. 

“She’s one of the best people I’ve 
ever met,” Nelson said. “She’s always 
looking out for everyone on the team. 
If anyone needs help with anything, 
she’s the first one there. She’s one of 
my best friends, [and] I love her to 
death.” 

Despite her lack of vocal leadership 
on the field, Ingrassia respects her tal- 
ent and said she has her own way of 
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Junior defender Melanie Fox has played under head coach Mauricio Ingrassia since her freshman year. 
She earned Big West Defensive Player of the Week and is looking to help lead her team. 


leading. 

Fox is one of the three players on the 
team who has earned Big West Player 
of the Week honors this season, nab- 
bing Defensive Player of the Week 
with her performances against Geor- 
gia and Denver. 

“She just leads by example,” Ingras- 
sia said. “She is a shy person, but she 
doesn’t shy away from what she needs 
to do. Her teammates listen to her. So 
when she has something to say, she’s 
definitely heard. She’s very important 
to our team.” 

Her days playing as an underclass- 
man relieved some of the duties of hav- 
ing to become a leader because the up- 
perclassmen were there to take that on. 

“!’ve always had Taylor there to 


help me through it,’ Fox said. “[A 
year from] now, it’s just going to be 
me, [and] it’s going to be hard for me, 
but I think I can do it. I think I’ll step 
PE nek 

Now in her junior year, Fox has to 
learn to adapt to a leadership role. 

“It’s going to be weird honestly be- 
cause I’m not that boisterous on the 
field usually,” Fox said. “But this year, 
I’ve kind of had to step up, and Mauri- 
cio’s always talking to me about being 
a stronger voice on the field.” 

Going into her senior year, Ingras- 
sia said the senior-leadership mental- 
ity will come to her naturally. 

“Everything that you do, you’re do- 
ing it for the last time,” Ingrassia said. 
“So I don’t think she’s going to have a 


problem understanding that and step- 
ping into that role.” 

Fox said she knows what it takes to 
be that type of leader for this team. 

“J just have to not really care be- 
cause sometimes I think they’re go- 
ing to get mad if I’m yelling at them, 
but I [have to think] where it’s just a 
game and after we can be friends,” 
Fox said. “On the field I’m just going 
to tell them, ‘I’m going to have to yell 
at you.” 

Right now, her voice is a work in 
progress, but when asked if Fox’s vocal 
leadership had developed since fresh- 
man year, Ingrassia had no doubt. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “I didn’t even 
know what her voice sounded like 
[then]. I can definitely hear her now.” 
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